towards europe, the majority of international migrants move within this specific region. Moreover, there is a strong diversification of destinations in the context of african migration (adepoju 2000, 2008) . South africa and libya have developed into important destinations for migrants from West and central africa. next to europe, the Middle east, the united States and china are important extra-continental destinations for sub-Saharan african migrants. thus, although regional, historical and linguistic linkages provide some axial routes, these factors are far from composing a complete picture of contemporary sub-Saharan african migration. Migration has generally become more spontaneous (adepoju 2008) or "turbulent," as Papastergiadis outlines: the diversity of paths, and the complexity of forms of migrations, have meant that it is now almost impossible to map movement with a series of arrows, on a flat two-dimensional representation of the world. there would be a greater number of arrows going in multiple directions, and also the time scale would have to be so contracted and irregular that the map would lose its objective of representing movement (Papastergiadis 2000: 23-24).
Stepwise Journeys in the age of (im)mobility as the paths of african migrations multiply, several researchers observe that "europe" is increasingly present and becomes deeply rooted in collective representations concerning social success within african societies, especially amongst youngsters in urban areas (e.g., riccio 2005 , Prinz 2005 , Jónsson 2008 , barten 2009 ). consequently, african migration towards the eu must not only be analysed in terms of the traditional economic and political push factors. the more cultural explanations concerning social status and the opening up of african societies in terms of global interconnectedness and hence the growing fascination for "modern lifestyles" gain importance in the field of international migration from South to north (appadurai 1996 (appadurai , Ferguson 2006 . Several media show images of Western luxury to african juveniles contributing to their "imagined worlds" (appadurai 1996) . the "bright lights"2 do not merely come from african metropoles, but also from music downloaded from the internet, information communicated by mobile phones and movies seen on television. in this context it is interesting to note that "adventurism" has always been
